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INTRODUCTION

LL PRAISE BE to Allah Who revealed the Qur'an ro ITis Scrvane to give

warmng to all peoplzand scnr bim as a merey 1o them. He distinguished him

with the most honouralle characternstics, supported hum with the greavese
proofs, adorned himowith the most noble crams, granred hum the nght of mtercession
on behalf of creation in general and his own community in parncalas, He also grant
ed an exalted postion of honour in Paradise, the Pool and the River Kawthar. Allah
iswi) promised his Propher thaton the day of Judgement he would grant him so much
thar bz would be satisfied. He arrached the Prophet’s nase o Flis own and exalied
I i B, Whenever the oneness of Allah (swn is menooned, the Propher is
acknowledged as a messenger.

Allah (swt) made being lis servant the most honowrable of the propliecs quali-
tics: The Propher was commanded o warship Allah {swi) from the fiest day of his
mission to the last day if his life. He was given such tsks as were never given w the
previous messensors, Addeessing himn the Qurtan, Alah (swt) says.

U0 yens wraprped wp ity vaiment, keep vigil the night lome, save a lit-
He, A balf therefore, ar abate a little thereofl. Oradd a little therelis
clgrt the O’ mrmmeasure. " {(75:1-1)

He alsoinvied the Messengertostay awalkie in che night for praver saving,
" And some part of the sipht awake for it will be air additional prayer
for you, It opry be thay thy Lord il raise vor to a praised stage.”
| L7379
Muareover He said o hiim:
"I a frart of the night, prosteate vo Hive (Allah ) and glovify Hon for a
tong previod at night. " {17:26)
May Allah bless him and lus fellow Prophets 2nd Messengers 25 well as his house-
hold and all his Companions abundantly and gve all of them peace.
This book is based on three articles that were published in dailv newspapers, 1
have since revised thern miaking some modifications and addidans rothem, The read-
er of this ook will see how ir wak imprssihle thar the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) be



wﬂ]"‘;hi.ppfd. be it rJilr:i.nB his i or afeer his death; How could he be wors h]ppl::] when
Allzh (swe) Almighey direcss bim to say,
"l fear, the retribution of an ol Day, showuld 1 disobey nmy
Sustainer, " 16:15)

and also save ta i,

“Tfyast ascribe a partser to Allab fswe) thy work will faid and eome 10
wivibony aad vou ideed will be o the losers. ™ (30065

How could the messenger of Allsh (phuh) be worshipped, whea the Guetan
direcrs him tosay,

1 amt ortby a meortal ke vou, Damecnly tispived (to declare! that your

Godisonly one God .. Whosver bupes forthe meeting with bis Lord let

fisn do raghieons work and gssociate none with bis Lovd fn porship, ™
|T8:=112)

How could the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) be worshipped when there has been no
other human being on the face of the eartn, whose lineage, roors, life, upbringing,
vouth, manners, deeds, marriage and offspring wers known to people as much ashis,
even before his prophethood began?

How could he be worshipped there has been no Prophet whese prophoeric mission
—the persecution hie suffered at the hands of hig own people and his perseverance and
patience unal Allah {(swt) gave him vicoory, arc so well known as dhose of
Muhammad {pbuh) asindications of his prophethood?

Hewar could be be warshipped when he used ta stand in prayer for long periods at
night, so thar his feer became swollen? He used to weep so much that a bebbling
sound came fromt his breast. His rears would pour down. wetting his beard as well as
the sporwhere he prosoraced.

Hewy could he be worshipped when beased rosay,

“Dha nor praise me as Christians praise the Son of Mary. L am
Allah’s servant. Therefore say: ‘the servant and messenger of
Allah’ "

The kind of praise he prohibited i this remark is that of Christians who have
exaggerared abour Jesus (peace be upon him) by claimng thar Jesus is the son of God
and that God 15 |esus the son of Mary, They also say, * God fs one of three™, bur Allah
15 Cilorified and Highly Exalred above what they ascribe o Hum,

To extol and praise the :".'IESsrnE-:r of Allah fpbuhl is, However, d dur]r |_‘|i|'|-|:|in];; on
the believers as direcred by Allah:

“Tirat yrou (mankind) may believe tn Allah and bis messenger, and wiay
fromony i and weay revere bimand glority Allah gt savly dawws: aind at
the clase of day.” [48:9)

]

According toscholars of lingusnics and exepesis, the words e 'zor' and “tareger’ in
this gvab of the Quranmean support, honouring and exalting, Ifsuchan amitude
were to lead todeification of the messenger, Allal would nor allow the believersta
erigage it towards the Praphet, In nusierous cccasions in the Qur’an people are
commandad to be police when addressing the Frophetor sicting witl: him,
Furthermore, whenever Allah wanced ro command his servants t0 homoor the
Prophet He bapan with himsalf and his angels sayving,

“Loaf Allab and bis angels shower Blessings o the Proples. O vou b
beliere! Ask blessinpgs on bim and salute fint with a worthy saluta-
tioa, " {5 5:%50G)

(3 Allah, bless Muhammad and ks family as You have blessed Thrahin and his
familvand give benediction to Muhammad and his fzmily as vou have piven benedic-
tion to [brahim and his farmly amongst the inhabitant: of the world. You are indeed
Prasseworthy and Gloriows,

(0 Allak make this humble contribution purcly tor vour sake and aceept it from
me. You areindeed all earing and all Knowing,

D, ML AL Yamani
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LLAH SENT HIS Propher Muhammad |pbuh) with the final message.

He sent himas a merey toall of creanonand gave him the Qurtan. and wich it

the like of it (eelestial wisdom) with which to warmn everybody. He made him
u protection for buman Beings and seat hin a the grearest blessing from Him [Allah)
o I hisservants, and ag o shining sun, lighring up for womshippers the way of faith rill
the end of time, He s the mercy from Allah, tie model propher, o puiding beacon o
the straight path by Allah's permission, Henee, he could not have been sent oo ciuse
troubile and rurmnil,

The mest important and acknowledged phenomenon about the Messenger of
Allah {swt) is thar he was neyver woarshipped neither durmg his life nor afterwards,
Clory be to Allah Who honoured and blessed him and made him the seal of the divine
miessages oo the earth and the gude to Allab’s straighe path, Indeed he is - as
described by Allabh Himself - kind and merciful to the believers.

HIS MOELE LIFE!

From the day the Propher was born o the day he died his whaole life was clearly
known e everybody and was 2 noble biography the details of which are well known.
He: never worshipped anything other than Allah, making himself an example tor his
wommumnity in monorheism, He did notask for himself ro be glorified ar worshipped
burrarher he called for and anphe the wurlj}l_'ip ot the one rroe God. Allah sa feauiard-
ed kim from polveheism, so e never worshipped anyone atherthan Allah before his
call to prophethood and when he started hus mission the fiest thing he called for was
the testimony thiat there was no god but Allah and that Mubanuad (pbuh) was the
servant and messenger of Allah,

Obwvicwsly zll the stages of the prophet’s life have been under the light of hisrory:
his birth, his childhood, his marriage, his dealings with people before and after he
became a Prophet, his lite in Malklkab, his migrogion ro Al-Madinah and afrerwards,
his teachings, his bateles and hus death,

In all these stages of his life, the Prophet was @ muodel of the rrue seevant of Allgh,
Allother prophets were, of course, the same but the details of their hves were never as
clear, accurare and well-documented as those of Muhammad (pbuh),

A TUMAN LIKE YO U

Muhammad (pbuhl was born asievervone clse to a noble couple; Abdullak Thn
Abdd al-Murtalib and Antnab Bine Wehab, He lived his like as others do. His father
died when be was still m his mother’s womb and his mother died when he was six vears

old, He was nursed by Halima, justas other children were nursed, The Fropher mar-
fied Khadija Bint Khuwalid and had children — Al-Qasim, Abdullah, Al-Tayib,
Zaynab, Umm Kulthum, Rugaiyyah and Farimah,

He livedd in Makkah for forry vears before his mission and for thirteen years afrer
the start of his ITECATI S f"(F'ﬂEI'i.t’ilL‘Hl[.'_, whiat eveTy bz h-:inH experwnoek. Hi
migrated to Madinah and staved there for ten vears, living there like any other
human being, and he died and was buried, just a5 any other human being dies and s
buricd. Thercfore, his human atreibures were quire obvious in all the seages of s life.
These artribures were confirmed in many passages of the Qur'an, sech as 18110,
where Allah direcred him to say:

“Lami g bunias beinp ke yosrselvesy Tam ondy insgrived o say *Your
God is bat one God. Therefure, whoever bojres to neet bis Sustainer,
et Bive peork pighteonsress, and fn the worshap of bis Lord adont wo
oneas parther, "

O many occasions the Propher (pbuh) himsel{ made iv guite clear char he was a
human being. The Qur'an further emphasises the human nature of the Praphet
Muhammad (pbub) and those prophets sent before him and contirms that rone of
them claimed divimey or deity, Allah says:

It ds ot (possiblel that a man, to whom is givest the Bool and
Wisdam aud the PTL}F.IIJE‘[IL Dﬁi"r.‘f. should Sy Il‘renpfr, ‘Be Vi ey
worshippers vather than Allaky's", On the contrary, (He wosdd savl, 'Be
worskippers of Hine Whe is trulv the Choerisher of alls for vou bave
taught the Book srd yor bare studied if sarnestly,""{1179)

ALL PROPHETS PREACH MONOTHEISM
The message of all prophets and messengers was the same. (759, A3, 85, 71
{x1:50,61,54)
There has always been the warning against detbving prophets and pious people the
worst kind ot associating othees with CGod. He savs:
The Jewws call Uzayr a somof God ard the Christians call Chiast the Son
of God, That is a saving from thei mowth, (U this) they but imitate
what the wibelicvers of old weed to say. Allab®s covse be an them: oo
they ave deluded away from the trith!

Phey sake therr priests and thewr anchorites to betheir lords in devoga-

tion of Allah, and they take as their Lord Christ, the son of Mary: vet
they tirere commmanded ro worship bt Ohne God. There is sio god bt
He. Praise and glory to Hime: (Far s Hel from baving the pariners they
asscotate (with Himj. | grytaye)



Those people did not deify their monks and rabbis as such; they anly followed
their falsitics and innovations in forbiading what Allah has allowed or allowing what
He has forbidden. People followed them blindly even in matters not in their religion
nor taught by their prophets. Hence such monks and rabbis became like lords beside
Allah, Jesus (peace be upon him) and his mother never clammed the divine status that
iz attributed to them,

“And swhen Allah savs: 'O Jesns, Son of Mary! Did voue say wnto peo-
ple: take we and sy trather for o gods besides Allak® He savs, 'Be
glovifted! Ttwras not mine fo spter that to wbich Thad so right, IfTused
L sy it then Yooe baep i, Yoo baree robiar s in oy mttnd and Do
il kel wsin Yoo mindd, Lol Yo, vnly Yo art Browwer of thongs -
den. " girra-t17)

DEGINNINGS OF IDOL WORSITIT
Many pious men were worshipped afrer they passed away. Feople revered them

during their rime but later on unsubstantiared miracles and claims were attribured o
them. With the passage of time and increased admiration, such reverence trans-
formed o sancrification, linages, pictures and statues were made for those men and
then worshipped. Al- Qurrobi relates thar Thn Abkis interprers the verse:

“And they bave sard forsake mot your gods. Forsake not Wadd, mot

Surea, ot Yaghuth and Ya'ugand Masr” (71:18)

He savs that the parmes mentioned i the verse were those of pious men ameng the
people of Noah., Whea they dicd, the satan influenced their folks to erect memorials
onthe places they used to sitin, Butwhen chose men passed away their statiaes gradu-
ally became abjecrs of worship,

THE TRIAL OF THE CHILDREN OF ISEAEL WITH EARA
Some prophers were warshipped, such as Erra. He wene away from his family and

peaple for a hundred years. during which period he was dead by Allah’s will and
Allaby raised him afrer thar, He came back o thern as vong as ke had been — absout
torry vears of age. He found thar hissonwas a hundred and eightesn years ald and his
grandchildren aped over dighty and ninety vears old. He used to memorise the Torah,
Seemy all that had happened 1o han, bis people said *Eena i the son of God,” The
Churtan rells the scory of Ezra and lis ass:

O (thenk of) the ke of bim passig by 3 towvshipeaekich bad fallen

dhtey wrter rur, who peclated, "How could Allal pive this toumship

Ofe after ns death?" And Allat: made bir die fora mdred years, then

broweglet Gime back to life. Allab: saud, "Howe lore bave vosetarrred? (The

st | saed, U bave tarried a day or part of a day.” Allakb sacd, "Nay, et

vour bave warvied fora bupdved years, fust look atehy ass! And, thay We
gy trgke you a token to manbind, ook at the bones, bow We adpust
them and then cover thervacith flesh!” Avd when (the viatter] became
eloar unto bivi, be said, 1 know now that Allak ic able to.do all
things. "™ (212 80)

Had those people thoughr deeply about Ezra's story they would have ecalised that
Allah made him dic for such a long peniod then brought him to hfe w0 prove to him
Allak’s abiliey to resurreet Mis creation. Exra saw by himselt how the rotren bones of
his ass were pureogerher as they were betore the ass died, then the bones were covered
with flesh, and hide and the ass was brought to life as iwwas betore. He saw by himself
how his food and drink did not change 25 if it was lefr the nighr before. When Ezea
saw all that he said, “Lknow thae Allzh is abletoable todoall chings.”

THE TRIALS OF CHRISTIANS WITH JESUS (PEACE BE UTON HIM)

When Jesus, the son of Mary (pbuh) performed grear miracles by the permussion
of Allah his peeple fell into the tempration of santictifying him despite the fact thathe
used 1o tell themthar be performed the miracles by the permizsion of Allah and that
he wasonly a servant and a messenger ot Allah.

Allah Almighty wanted to show people one of His signs. He created Jesus without
a tather so that they maght know that He s able to do evervehmg, As He had created
Adarm without a Farher or mother, and creared Eve from Adam withoat marriage; He
created Jesus from a mother but withoor 2 father, Allak Almighty creares whar he
wills, with or without means, because means are His creation. Mo one other than
Allabcan dothat.

Amomy the greatest mirzcles of Jesus (pzace be upon him) were raising the dead.
healing the hlind and rhe leper and telling people about things he did not physically
see them do or keep in cheir homes, Allah created Jesus by a wond, ‘Bet” He did no
create lim from a facher,

“And He sonll teact banr the Sorpture and seisdo, and the Torab and
the -G.-;nspff, And rifl vrgke Bim g IRPEROREOT RO the Childrewn nIF-
Usrael, ‘saving): Lot L cone wrto o with a sign from yorer Lord. Lol ]
fushican for yeu artof clay the Iikeress of a bird, and breathed inti it
aoted it became i bivd, by Allal’s Teave, [ beal bas who weas bovn blind
and the leper, and [ raise the dead, by Allab’s leave, Awd | mounce
st yor bt yor eql aud whar vou storg e i yonr bosses. Lot
Herein verily is a portent for vou, if vou ari to be believers. ™ | 3:48-49)

“Asedd Becanse of their saying: we slew the Messiah, fesies soraf Mary,
/ ]

Allab's mossenper = they slow Wor aot wor cricified bim, bur it

appeared soosenie e, and Lol those who disagree concerming it are



i donelet thereofy they fare no knowdedpe thereof save pursuit of a
cotfectire; they slew bin ot for eertain, b Allaly took bir wp snto
Himself. Allak is ever Mighty, Wise. " {4z157-158)

EMPHASIS ON TULE HUMAN NATURL OF THE MESSENGER:
When we read the Qur'an and ponder on it, we find clear commands from Allahto
His messenger (pbuh) eo declare his human mamre. In Sieae AlKali as well as
Fusselatwe read:
S8y 1 arn only a prortal ke vose D ane ouly fespered to declare that
soar Giod 12 only one God, ""{rkiT1o)
Even when the people of Makkah demanded miracles from che Prophet che
CQurtan reaffirmes his human nacare.
“And they say: we will not belweve s von il you cavwse a spring fo gush
forth frame the earth for us. Cir you bave @ garden of date palms and
grapes aind capse vivers to gish forth theretn abandantly. Crr vou cause
the beaven to _i'r.:l'llllI b frond ws ,I'?llfizh’u":hl. dE Yo Hierpg Ii.r.l'u.‘je'ndi.-ﬂ’, o !.-ln':r?,!'
Allabaird the angels as awarramt. Or vou Bave a bowse of gold, or you
ascend wp into heaven and cven thew we will put wo faith e your ascen
siomt till youe bring down for us a book that we can read,” Say (O
Mubrammad): 'My Lord be glorified! Am 1 .'.|n:|r:.f.1;|’ng bt a micwral
mdssenger? T 17ipo=03)
In Ibn Ishag's biography of the Propheriphuh), Ubavdah 1bn al-Samir narrated:
“I was present on the day of al-Agabah and we were twelve people
wha pledged ro the messenger of Allah not to associate others with
Allab, notte sreal, not wo fornicate, not to kill eur children, not to fab-
ricate falsities and nat ro disobey him m good desds ete,™
That was mudeed the first pledie, which searted with & monotheistic statement oot
o associate others with Allab. Allihe levers sient by the Propher o the People of the
Book included dhs avaf:
“Say: O peogle of the Scripture (Jews and ChrisHans)! Come 1o an
dgreentent betiveen ws and voue: that e shall worstip nome bog Allah,
and that we shall asoribe ney partner wnto Hire, and that wone of ne
shall take others for Lords besides Allal, ' And if they turn queay then
sqy, “Bear witness that we are they who bave surrendered (nrric
Him )7 (31640
Thiswas a clearcommand from Allah to His messenger to invire the People of the
Book o worship Allsh slone, In hissermon delivered on the occasion of the surren-
derof Makkah. The Frophet saud:

“There 13 i god bar Allah, He has fulfilled His covenant, supporred
his servanes and defeared the clans by Himsel £
Muoreover, oneof the things that the Prophet thd on the day he conguered
Makkah was that he destroyed the idols pround the Ka'bah, He went around stan
hing st the starocs with a stick in his hand saying,
“The truth has come and falschood has vanished, La! Falschood is
cver bound to vanish,”

and

“The truth has come wnd falsehood will not show is face and will nn
return.”

Fram rhar day until now and as long as Allab wills: the s adbdbas in the Katbah
nranywhere on earth will call e,

1 bear witness thar there 15 po god but Allah. T bear witness thar
Muhammad |pbub) s the Messenger of Allan.”

Atthe bartle of TThud, where Muosab Thn Umair, swho looked 6 fipure and behiav-
ionr like the Prophet (phuh), was killed and rumours spread thar the Propher (phuh)
had been killed, the Muslims could mot believe ic, and so a revelation came down wich
aclear statement confirming the human nature of the Prophet, just likeany other pre-
VIOMILS MICSECIEET,

" Muthamrnad is bt a messenger, Messengers bave passed mvay before

Five, Wil it be that, wwbren e dies or is slain, NERHE renfl toern Baick o Yoy

healsd He terbao turns back on bis beels sl do o barm to Allalh, "
(3:744)

When some of e unhelievers of the ribe of Croraish wished deach tothe Propher,
the revelation came,

“We appodated vnpmortality for nowortal beforeyorw, What! Ifvou die
cawr they be fnemortal? " (ap:34)

Mareover, when sonte of Quravsh questivned whether the messenger would die,
the Qur'an replicd,

“Lof You will die gnd, Lo! They will die. Then Lo! On the Day-of
Ressrreciron before yonr Lord you will dispae.” (39:30-31)

The Qurian also tells os of the polytheists wandering how could the messenger be

1 humang
“And they say; whbal sorl of @ messenger is-thiz whe ears food awd
watks i tle ket (2517)

These texrs and morz like them are found on almost évery page of the Qurtan.



They are recited and read by every scholar or reéader, There was the Messenger of

Allah suffering as he did in the batde of Uhod, and falling in one of the ditches dug

and covered by Abu ‘Amir al-Rahib. The Messenger (pbuh) fainted and his knees

were buried. Uthab [hn Abi Wagqgashurled a stone ar the messenger, injuring his face

and his cheeks and breaking his morh. When the messenger said, "How can they suc-

ceeel, these people whe paine the Prophet with hlood #* Allah revealed ro hime:
“piziro concerm atall toyou (Maubiaomead) whether He (Allal) relents
towedrd thevt or pusishes thens: forthey areevd doers. ™ [3: 128)

It has been related however, thar this verse was revealed when, in the fourth year
A, after Uhud, he had delegated seventy teachers to Bir Ma“unah a place between
Malkkah, Ustan, and the land of Fluhdayl, to teach them the Qur'an, The gronp was
under the leadership of al-Munthir Iboy al-Ame, "Amr b, Al-Tatay]; enemy of Allah,
brutally murdered the delegation and the Messenger of Allah felt very sad and spenta
whole month praving and invoking the wrath of Allah against the marderers. Al-
Bukhart nareaied chae B Umar heard the Messenger of Allabh during the Fapridawan)
pEavET Sayimy, R rising from ek inoche lase rak b

O Allah corse so and so, and curse soand s0.7

Then Allah revealed tohim,

“It s noconcern of vowrs at all (Mubammad) whether Ha (Allah)
revenTs tonpard them ar pumsoes thea for they ave epdl doers. (311 28)

Al these avals clearky indicate that Mubarmmad was a seivant of Allah, His mes-
senper and His prophet. They (omn a clear evidence of the huiman nature if the
Prospher and thar he was never worshipped whether during his life or afrerwards. He
actually taught his peaple the principle of monatheism and guided them o the
straight path and was a merey to all ereatires. He worshipped Allah wich sure knowl-
edge and sincerity. He destroyved all signs of palytheism and-anything that led to i,
He never allowed anvone to deify or worship him, No one éver claimed that the
Praphet was god or that anvone should worship Muhammad For the simple fact that
everything mentioned inthe Uuran and seemah Forbids any such thing.

The repeared confrmations in the Qur'an of the buman natare of Muhammad
(phuhl and indeed all the prophets and messengers are there for everyone tosee. The
Our'anwas revealed to Muharmmad and memorised by his Companions and genera-
viens ol thier followesrs aler therand sooon unl weday . Teis recited and incerpreced
all the time. Such repetition is a constant reminder and prohibirion agamse deifving
hirm. Ine Seeras al-Tera Allah savs,

“And wlat prevented mankind from Belteving when the guidance
came to themr save that they said, 'Has Allal sert g macrtal as s mes-
senger'? " [17:04)

In another place in the Qur'an it is reporred that some people said to their messen-
gers, ... Youare bt meortals e ws, " (36:1 ) and others said,
®eve vl mrere meovtals pride wsf” (640 60 In the story of Pharaoh, Musa and
Harun we read, “Ard they said, "Shall we peet faieh fa trweo mortals ke owrselves,
whase folk are serviletons ™ (23.47)
The Qur'an guite clearly states the status of Muhammad (pboh) as @ messenger
and that be was an Arab,
“Allalr verily bas shown grace to the belicvers by sending to thent a
spessenger af their own. | 3:164)
And
“There bas copre to you anessenger, one af yoserselves, ™ 9:128)
oo thai e Bave seat among vou we bave sene @ messenger of youry
o, jzri5L)

HE CHQSE TO BE A SERVANT OF ALLAH
In the noble biography of the Propher it 1s narreated that he was given the choiee of
bemg a king-messenger or a servant-messenger. He chose the latter — to be patient
when he was hungry and thankful wehen he acehis tood, Ashah (g said,
“We, the houschold of Mubhammad wsed to spend a whole month
sometimes without kindling fire in the house, We used to live on dares
and warer only,"
She alsosaid,
“The IMCESETIEET of Allab never had his wheat bread For three consecu-
tive deys unril the lase day of Ais Life. ™| Marvated by Bulchari
When the Messenger and His Companiens were dipging the trench he ded 4 stone
t His stomach to ease the pam of hunger. This and many similar incidents all
confirm the human nature of the Messenger and give a clear example of hus patience,
perseverance and servilities to Allah. This biography is studied v Muslims and non-
Mushmsalike every day.
When the Messenger of Allzh died, Umar (ka) could not believe the reality and
said that Mubhammad had noc died. Then Abu-Bake (ra) BAVE# "1|’JE'('H:|': and said,

"0 people whoover worshipped Mubammad, let him xnow that
Muhammad is dead, and whoever worshipped  Allah, et him be
assurcd that Allahis Al Living aned docs notdie,”

He then recited,
“Mubimemad is bt o messenger, messenpers (ke bim) bave passed
vy before brime, WEll i be that, wihben bedivs o ds e, vous s0il] turn

backom your beelsi™(51044)

1L



This is yer anwther cinplasis from Allah thar Mubkammad is a servane and a
Messenger. He was subject, as any other human, to dying ur getting killed. Iris possi-
ble atter all this, for the Prophet o be worshipped? Abu Bakr's speech was clear
evidence that worshipping the Prophet never came to the mind of anv of his
Lompanions, He ceminded them or his attributes, which they knew very well, and
that he was a human being, one in a chain of orher Messengers befare him and that
Allah had predrdained For him whar He had preordained For other Messengers and
the rest of mankind.

“Lo! Yourill die, and Lot They will die.” (§9130]

And
" We appommted innmortality for no mordal before vou, What! If vou
died, can they bemmmortal? "2 1i34)

It is as if Allah'is saving o people. “Yon know, from the life of vour Prophet and
from hus teachigs and from his puidance, thal he 15 a servant and & messenger of
Allah. He conveyed the message as Allah ordered himand then diesh m fulfilmene of
Allah’s promise, S0 whas are you going to do after his death? You have been com-
manded to tollow his guidance and canvey his message, as Allah commands vou tw
do. Therefors you should carry out the command because youwill be responsible for
this mission. Allahsavs,

Thes vie bave iij‘.rpl‘:r'.lﬂf'.'.f o g metdelle maten, thar o My g it
nesses dgatnst wankind, and that the messenper nmay be a twitoess
agnnstyon™ [21143)

Evidence ol ths can he fonnd in Hadith. Abdullab Thn al-Shakhir said,
“Tcame to the Messenger of Allah and round him praving wirh a sound
like the bubbling af a couking pot by reason of his weeping,™ (Sourd
fradith, narrared by Abu Dawud and Al- Tirmidhi

Alsovitis narrated that Al-Mughira said.

“The Messenger of Allah stoed up in praver unol his feet became
swollen,”

I another version of this badith it is velated thae he used to pray until his feer
became swollen. When asked why he tonk all that trouble while his pase as well as his
futare sins had been formven, he said,

*Shall T not be a grateful servam " Narrated by AL Tirmidhi.)

Adter all this confirmation of the Prophet's human nature, isit reasonable o think
that be was God. orshould be worshipped along wich Allah# God forhid!

Iy

HIS HUMILITY
Humility was one of the Messenger's noble characteristics that he urged his fol-
lowwrs b emulare. (Hadich narrared by Ahmad and Ibn Hayyan) Ahmed narrated
that the Messenger of Allih used 1o lift his water bucker by himself, clean his clothes,
mend his shoes, milk the ewe, serve himself and uze 1o ride on the donkey and have
somente tide behind him,
It 15 also narraved that Aisha said,
“The mattress on which the Mcssenger of Allah uscd to sleep, was
filled wurh palm tree Rbres,”
The Messenger himselfused rosay.
“Abase vourselt! Be humbls, so that no ane should vie in boasting with
annther,™
[Ee also prohibited haughriness by saving.
“Anyone who has an atom’s weight of haughtiness in his heart will
never enter Paradise " {Narrared by Muslim. )
He turrher deseribed himself
“l eat as any servant would car and sic down as any servant would sit
down, " {Abual I [asan Ali Nadwi, p. to1. quoting from Ad-566fa .|
Abd Allah ibn Umar said,
“The Messenger of Allah came into my house and Lgave him a leather

cushion flled wich fibees. However, he rather sat oo the floor leaving
the cushion betwesn me anid him, ™

{AF- Adab Al- Meefrad, o173

O page ravof the book Al Shifa™; al-Bukhari narrares char,

“The Messenger of Allah used to sweep clean the house, rie the animals
up, feed his she-camel, eat with his servant, kneaded dowgh wirh him
and use tocarry his shopping,”

Such a person cannor be worshipped whether during his life or afrer his death.
When Adi Ibn Hatin Hed from the Messenger of Allahtothe Chassani kings in Syria,
he saw for himselt their luxarious lite-style, Hissister Sufana requested him ro come
torthe Messenperof Allsh saving to him,

“1E he is a king, vou will get some gift and il heis & Propher, vou will be
guided by him.™

When he arrived in Madinah he asked about the Prophet and he was shown how
to ger o nis hause, When he entered the Prophers home he did not see any luxurious
furniture or the grandaur of roval courts and magnificens places, He was led into a
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small rovom where the Propher was. The Prophet offered Adi the only cushion that
was there and saton the Aoor. Adicould nor prevent himself from embracing lslam.

HIS PERSEVERANCE

The Prophet was frequently hure and harassed by the polytheists of the Quraysh
tribe. Ohne day they pur a sheep's intestine on his back while he was prostrating in
praver. He remained prostrated until Farimah, his daapheer; removed the intestine
from his hack, weeping,

VWhen the Messenger returned from the town of Taif, the leaders of Quraysh sent
some of their servants and common folk afrer him to harass hum, Masa Thn Ugbah
related ehae they threw stones ar him, They hit his teet and blood came out of his heels
unil it filled his shoes. He sar down to procect his feet from the stones. Zaid ibn
Harithah benr over the Messenger of Allah to protect him and he himself received
many imjuries to the head. The Messenger then moved vosac ender a vee and made his
famous pravee.

“0 Allah! Lraise o You my weakness, lack ol strength and my being
lightly estimated by people. O Most Merciful, You are All-
Compassionate and the God of the oppressed. Who will vou leave me
rof Toan enemy who frowns momy face# Or someone remiote wheo has
the ruling of my affairs? Wyou are not displeased with me, 1 care not. |
seel refuge with You, Who ligheen the darkoess and by Whom the
affairs of the world and the hereafter have been put right, from your
wrath ordispleasare. [shall not be conrent until you are pleased. There
is o power but throagh o™

Al these inwidenes confirm the Prophet’s starus as a servant and diseance him from
une to be worshipped cicher in his lifetime nr afrer his dearh,

T Wl PRALSE ME

The Messenger warned his community to aveid over-praising him, #s did the
Christians with Jesus when they elevated him above his human reality and claimed
thar he was zod or the Sonof God, The Messenger said,

“Trynot praise me as the Christians praised Jesus. Address meonlyasa
servant and messenger of Allah ™ Hadird: nareaced by Al- Bukhari)

It 15 not Forbidden however, totalk about the charactenstics of the Propher and his
miracles and his stares with Allah, nor about the respect and reverence and honoar
due to him, All such qualites thar the Prophiel possessed are already stared inothe
Qur'an g in his toble Sarean. The Muslim commuoniry should learn all chacin order
tor ineremse their faich and their love and awareness of the stats of the Messenger of
Allsh, Whar a beauriful line composed on the Messenger, whichsays:
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The boundless merits,
Of the Prophet of God are such,
That nune can speak of them
Withallthe eloquent rongues,
BEING ALLAH'S SERVANT WAS HIS GREATEST ATTRIBUTE

Cine proof of his being Allah’s servant, 15 that he taughtus tosay intashabbd dur-
ing he daily prayers,

# . and Thearwimmess thar Muhammad is His { Allab's) servant amd His
Memserper.”
He directed us to apen every spesch or lesson with a praver tor hem, and conhrma-
tion that he was the servant and messenger of Allah. The same statement 13 read
during the “Adban ™ {call oo prayer), which is chanted five times every davandall
Mushims repeat thar statement,
In the Qurtan, Allah describes his Messengeors as servancs to Flom, and beimg Hig
servant as the noblestof arctibutes:
*And wmake menticon of Chee servants Thraliin, Isaac and facol, pos-
sessors of Power and vision. " 13 8:45)

and,
“And rake rnention of Our servant David " (38:17)

and about Job Allahsavs,
Lt We forend bim steadfass, e wasan excellent servant! Lot Heweas
ster trning i repentanice (i bis Lord )" (38:44)

When the Curtan cells us the story of the Prophet's night journey Allab says,
“Clarified be He wbo carvied His seciant B saght from the lnveodable
Place of Worship (Makkalil o the distapr place of worship
{lerisalen, )™ (v}
Reference po the prophets being servanes 18 made in the opening lines of many
Qur'ame Surabs, so people may remember that in Swrab 18, fur example, Allah
reminds His servanes of the prophethood of Muehammad (pbuh) 2nd the Qure'an, He
starts by praising Himselt, saving,
"Praise be to Allab sho bas revealed the seviprure wnto bis servant,
anid Bas nat placed therein any crookediness. " (18:1)

andd in anorher place Allah says:
“Blessed i# He Who Las revealed wnto His servant the Criterion (of
gt ard wrongl, that fie mav be a warser to the peoples ™ (25:7)

Even when the Prophet was dving and about to go to his Lord be said,

“Thereis no pood except in Allab. Deatch has an agony ndeed.™
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Hence, his grave remains a noble place inside his room by the side of the mosque.
People pray in the mosqgue and then go ro greer him. It has never happened, either in
the past orin the present, thar the grave was worshipped, ltwiil remain preserved, hy-
the- will of Allah, from lss or obliteration or any passibility of worshiz. It was never
worshipped and it never will be. How could the Prophet be worshipped in his grave
when he was never worshipped in his life? Allah actually sent him as a merey to all
peopleand notasatrial to anyone, for merey cannos be a rrial, Soall prasse is o Allah
tor such o merey.

"Lol Allak is, Far mankind, Fall of pity, Mereifd” (22065)

AWARNING AND ADMONITION
Allah warned the Prophet against disobedicnce. He said o him,
“Say T fear, if | vebel against sy Lovd, the retribution of an aeful day.”
[f:T%)
Although the verse addresses the Prophet, it is his commurity that is intended.
Also, when [ibteil mformed the Messenger of Allah thas Zaid would diverce his wife
and that the Messenger of Allah would marry her, the Messenger felt uneasy about
thisand telr that the people would sav thar Musammad was marcied to the wite o his
adopred son. But there is serong blame expressed in what Allah savs eo bim:
“.cattd did you fear mankind ebereas Allah bad a better right thar von
skhowid fear Him. Sowhen Zaid had performed the necessary formality
faf divorce) from her, We gave ber unto you in marriage, so that
fhenceforei) theve nray be ne sin for beliepers iy restoct of Hrere wies
of their adopted sons, when the latter have perfarmed the necessary
fornealities {of releasel from them, The commandsment of Allak must
be fuifilled, " (3 5:37)
Allah wanred m ahalish the adaprion system that used to prevail during the nme
befare Eslam and totell the believers thar am adopred child is nota son,
“ooMor Bas He made thosé wiham you elafm (to be your sons) your
sons. " {32.4)
He then asked His Messenger oatmbute the adopred son o their real parents,
"Proclaim theirreal parentoge, That wdll be viore equdtabile in the sight
of Aflak " (3314
Such a warmng and such anadmoniton are clear evidence thar Muhammad wasa
servant ot Allah, sentwith guidance anda relizion of e,
"0 Propher! Lot We bave sent you as a witness and a bringer of gooid
tidings and a warner. And a summener wnre Allah by His permission,
and s lamp that gives lght. " (33:45-46)
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Muoreover, Allah has ordered the believers toread in each
raiak of praver,
“Yeur falome) soewwonship, and you (alone) wwe ask for help, ™ (1:4-5)
He also made the declaration of faith a condition for entering into Islam whereby
the individuaal says,
1 bear weniness that there is wo gnd exeent Allah, and thar Mubammad
i the Messengeraof Allabs, " The Qreran also says,
“Muharmmiad is but a Messenger, Messengers (the like of whom) bave
prassed qway before bine. Wil i e thar eobers e dies or s slain yot toill
trerat ack e yoser beels?" (51540

How then could he be worshipped during his life or his death?

MONOTHELSM, THE BASIS OF I5LAM

Calling people ro monotheism and ta abandon polytheism rook thirteen vears.
When the Prophet started calling o 1slam, he focused on mwo main issues: (2.0 thegall
to believe in oue Allah and (b} belief in resurrection after dearh for judgement.

The polytheists believed m the existence of Allah bur associared orhers with him,
They also denied resurrection after death, The majority of the Qur'anic verses, how-
ever, empaasise the necessicy of clearing the brains and hearts of polytheises and
bemg simcere in service to Allah alone. The Qurlan also calls the Messeager of Allah
to bea leader and an exampletothe belicvers, ot perfect service,

“Therefure, worship Him and be steadfastin His service " (19:6 3 )

and
“And sere ey Lord till the inevitalile (dearls) eomes toyo, ™ {1 $204)
and
4Bt call franbind) unto H'.':;’ Lowed and b st of thase who ascribe
partrers funto Himi gnd cry not winto god alimg with Allah. There is
no god save Him. Evervthing will perish save Hie comntenance, s is
the corpmand, and weto Hiv il youebe brought back.” [ 29:87- BR)
and,
"Say: Lol Leumtrol uat burt ar bensfit for vou. Sav: Lo! Mone can pro-
tect e from Allak, nor can I find any refuge beside Hom. " [z2:21- 22
and,

“Say: | am commanded only that 1 serve Mlab and ascribe wnta Him
a0 partser. Uinto Hipa § o, and st Him is 00y veters, "103516)

There arc also many other verses i the Criran such as,



"W so gscribes parteers to Allaly, e bas sdeed invented a trenen-
dris i, "(4148)

“Who s ascribes partiers wato Allah has wondered far astray.”
(4:TT6)
“Lie! Wiho so ascrifies partners swoato Allal, for bam Allal bas forbidden
Paradise. Hig alode s Hell Fire, For evl= doers there el be no
Belpers, " gima)
“Saye (0 Mubammad] Lot § o commpnded to wovehap Allak, maok-
ing religion pure for Him only, And § am companded o be the fivse of
thosze who survender meto Him, {301 1-12)
Icis narraced in the Hadich char the Prophersaid,
“Rhal | 1 redl VIl af the gravest sins? They are rthree: i"4:||3.rr|1|:1'5r|1,. digre-
spect towards parents and false resiimony,™
He was leaning back then he sat up and repeared thar starement uncil we
wished he would stop,

It is also narrated that the Prophet was once asked which sin was the greatest? He

said,
“To associate others to Allah, Who created you, The man who asked
thie question replied, *Yes, tharis a prear sin. Then whar?” The Prophet
said, “To kill your child for fear af sharrage of fond.” The man said,
"And what else?’ “To commit adultery with your nerghbour’s wite,
answered the Prophet (pbuh),

WARNING AGAIMNST SHIKK
The Propherwarned the community against polytheism, On one occasion he said,

“Polytheiz i is the worst that T fear for vonl™

Palytheism or shirk 15 the grearest of sins a person could ever commit. It comes as
rhe first of the sins thar lslamowarns aboor, Allsins are forgrvable except this one:

“Land Allaky prardons not that partners shoeld be ascribed snto Him, He
pardoss all save that to sbom He genll. " 4211681

Maorecverits well known to every Muslim thatséburk 1sa major sing
o ascribe frarleers i Herm iz a0 bremmrenduns o TEHIE, s
Such o misdeed will further abrogate any good deed no matter how grear such
good inay be,
“And wee shall tuer tothe work they did and make it scatterod mates,
(25:23)

1

1f rhe disobedient éo nat repent, their case is to be referred to Allah who forgives
or punishes them as He wills, If they repent sincerely, Allah will accept their repen-
tance becanse Allah strerches His hand during the nighr so thar thase who have
sintied durimg the day may repent and He soetches hand during the day so char whose
whi have sinned during the night may repent
The Peopher savs in this regard,
“By Allah, Task Allah tor forgiveness and return to Him more than
seventy timesevery dayv.™ (Marrated by Al- Bukbharn)
This was in spire of the fact thar Allah had forgiven his past as well as his fature
mistzkes. Therefore, how can Muhammad, who repeated his turning to his creator
more than seventy rimes a day, be rhe one 1o be worshipped

PROSTRATION TO ALLAH ALONE

Some ol the Prophet’s Companions cravelled ro places whese they saw the sulyjeces
proserating to thear Kings or patriarchs as an expression of respect, When they came
back '[hv:!r' tald the Pl'L'rpln‘:l abrorat this ared added that be was more w i.]-'l_'1.]|_‘l|' usf Tespect
and proseration., He objected and taught them that prostration was doc to Allah only
and thar no homan should prostrate fo ancther hyman (Ahmed and Al-Nasaitil,

Anas ihn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) relared that a family from the
Ansar people used t have s camel for fewching water from the wells, The camel
becamie obstinare and nnruly 3o they could not contral it, They complamed o the
Prophe: about the lack of water for them and for their plants because of the camel's
behaviour, The Prophet wenr wich some of his Companions to a froic garden where
thie carel was. When the Prophet started walking towards the camel the owners told
hirm thae the camel had become like a mad dog and they feared for the satery of the
Propher. When the camel saw the Propher, however, itcame towards him and putis
head downin front of him in toeal submisgion. The Propher led ichy the forepart of its
head back o work. His Companions said mo him,

“0 Messenper af Allah; this is just an animal that does not understand
anything but prostrated to youw. We shonld proscrare w vou.” The
Prophetsaid,

* Mo human should proseate toa human, lany human were to do so |
would order the wile to prostrate to her husband because of the
signithcance of his righes on Bee.™ | Nartared by Ahmed and Al- MNagaii)

Henge the miracle was clear and ebvious and yet the command that followed it

was, “MNo homan should peostrare to another human™. s it conceivable, therefore,

that Propher Muhammad (pbuh) would be worshipped in his liferime or even after
his death?
Lhere is a great lesson for bis community abour the oneness of Allab in his
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response when a man said o him, * Allah willing; you willing.” The Messen ger of
Allah was warried thar people might understand thar he had a will like thar of Allah
the Almighty, although the Qurtan ¢larifiss that point quite clearly,
“And say nor of anything: ‘Lot T sball do su-agnd-s0 tomorrow, with-
et saying IF Allab will." And when you furget, remember your Lord
ared sav: lmay be that my Lord seill giade mie to @ neaver way of truth
than thiz."™" [18: 23-24]
and
“Yer you will mot, wnless Allaly wills. Lot Allab s Kaower, wise.™
[7oiza)
and
“Lod You (0O Mubommad) puide nof whom e loves, buee Allab gucdes
wborer Hewdl, " {28:56)

The Messenger quickly corcected the man by saving to him,

*Arevou putting me as an equal wo Allah? Say 'Allah willing” first, then
savwhatyouwill.”

He knew very well thar the man did nor intend to say that Muhammad was an
eopal o Allah becaose he knew thar Muhammad was a servant and a Messenger of
Allah and 2 human being whao lived like other human beings, eating, buving and sell-
ing as others do. He possessed all the characreristics of a human being except thar ke
was distinguished by the honour of the prophechood and thar he recerved revelations
fromm Allabk Almighey. All the Companions knew this fact.

The Messenger watited to teach the community how to be precise in ralking about
lslamic farth. He made i cicar o the Muoslims thae the will of Allah s absolute and is
not attached to the will of any human bemg, not even the Messenger himsell, the Lest
of Allah creavon and the master of the Children of Adam.

SOME OF HIS MIRACLES

Allah supported his Prophets with miracles that proved cheie cruchfulness. Fvery
Prophet was given ome or more of the miracles thar made people believe him. Our
Froupher Mohammad (phuh) was supported by the sreatest of marerial as well ag
maral miracles: the inimirable Crur'an. Both humans and jinn failed vo come up with
arything similar toir, noteven one suralk,

His other miracles, however, are many and cannot all be enumerated here, Oneof
these miracies was the nighr journey of the Prophet from Makkah to Jerusalem and
coming baclk in the same might. Allah savs:

“Clorified be He Wi carried His sorpant by nipht from the Tnmolable
Place of Worskip to the far distant Place of Worship phe neighbour-
frocd wibereof We bave blessed, that We mighr chowe bit onr tofens!

=0

Lo! He, only, Heisehe Hearer, the Seer.™ (1511)

This werse 15 clear and express statement that the Propher did not carsy out the
journey by bsown power or that of anv of the angele. Tewas by the power of Allah,
the All Fowertul. He carried the Prophet to the far distant mosque and then ascended
him to the seventh heaven and showed him His prear sipns., The verse stasted with a
glortheation of Allah, a clear sign thar such 2 miracle was not within the power of
Muhammad (pbuhl; it was an act of Allah, Tt is as if the verse was telling us chat the
mtiracle of al=fsra and af-Mifraf Cannot be mreas ored ineerms of whar we knows laws
of graviry, means of cranspor Land speed limirs, Rather, itis measured by the power of
the Creator of the earth and Hesvens, Who does whar Hewills; the One thacis unlike
anything wowl nothing compares o Him_ The rexr also siznifies the status of the
Propher as ‘His servant’ So he is a servant-messenger, In another Qur'anic swral
where the story of that miracle is more detailed the status of the Prophet as a servant
is alsoclearky stated:

"By the star ki i sers, Your comrade eres nor. nor s deceived. Nor
does e speak oof this oaen ) desire. It isnanght ssve an inspiration thar i
frespraved. {453 1=4)

This isa clear indication thar the Prophet was protecred against erving and decert
and that whatever he brought was a revelation frome Allab the Almighy, The tevela-
tion was hroughr ro him by Avgel Tibe:] (pbuh) and it is a fact thar the Propher saw
him twice i Ty angelic torm wich $ix hundred wings. The first e was when he
appeared to him in the cave of Hira, ahour which we read in the Gor'an:

Sl one of nrighty power bas taght bim, one vigorous, and he
grewe elogi to s view wher be was on the wpper most borizon. Then
be drow wigh and came deowen, 8 be was idistant) teo bows' lengih or
even nearer. And be vevcaled wnto His slave than which e revealed.
Fhe beart lizd war (in seeing) wirat it sare. Wil yon then dispute with
batrar comcarning whbat be sees? ™ (54112 15%)

The signs thar the Frophet saw during gl-fera and al-Mi'raj were, however, so
many: riding al-Burag as a mounr, leading all che prophats 1o prayer as an i in
Jerusalem, his ascension to the seventh heaven. mesomg a Propher inevery heaven,
seemg Prophet Muosa in the sixzh heaven, seeing Prophet Iheahim in the seventh, see-
ing the much-troquented house ‘al-Bagt af-Ma'monr” inche seventh heaven, his ascent
to the Lotes tree, his talking ro Allah; seeing Paradise and the people there, seeing
Aagel Jibetl i his 2ngebic form with six hondied wings and the prescriprion of Rty
pravers a day then the number was reduced w five, are juse 4 few of such miracles.
Such grear mirackes were nut performed by any other Propher. Yer when he came
back from rhat journey, he further stressed o the people that he was only a servant of



Allah and chat he wias 3 human messengersent by Him,

The Qurian alse cites the miracle of the splitting of the moon, When the people of
Cruraysh asked the Frophet to show them a sign, He asked them ro lock ar the moon,
When they did they saw it splitinto rwo parts and they saw the mountain and the cave
of Hira standing berween the two parrs, The people then cdlmmed that Muhammad
had performed magic on them. OFehis avent Allah savs:

“The lour drew nigh and the moom was rent in tiwo. And if they bebold
d frovter they tierst away and say: Prolonged illesion, | F4:7-2]

The Hadith also contains 2ecounts of many miracles narrated through authennc
chainsof narrators, We will give here some examples,

Abu Hurayrah said that during the bartle of Tabuk the arrmy experienced a shore
age of food and was struck by honger. They asked rhe Propher w allow them o
slaughter somne camels used ro carry warer <o they might ger something o ear. The
Prophet (phith] agreed, bur Umar ibo Al- Khareab said,

0 Messenger of Allah! 1f we do thar we will run o of cameds. Will
vouask people to bring whatever food they may have i ove phace and
ask Allah to bless "

The Prophet agreed and asleed the people to put wharever tood they had leftona
rug. Some of them broughr a handful of grain, others a handfal of dates and others
brought peces of bread, When thevall put food on the rug it lnoked solicde i guan-
tity! The Prophet praved to Allah ro bless i, then said to the people, *Now vou can £11
vour containers,” All the food conainers in the camp were filled up and still there
was some food leftover an the rug, The Prophscsaid,

“I bear wirness thar there is po god éxcept Allab and that 1 am the
Messenger of Allah, Any servant of Allah who meers Allah with this
beliaf will mever be barred from Paradise.”

The Prophet deaws arrension here to the fact thae the mirzele was from Allah and
by his power and permission, and that Allah supports who he wishes by His miracles
whenever He wighes so thae the believers may increase ther belief in Allah and His
hMessenpger,

In another vecasion and during the bartle of Uhud,; Abu Qaradah's eve was badly
mjured and it actually came our of its socket over his cheek. The messenger of Allah
putitback with his hand and it healed up and became better than che other eye.

It is also narrated thar Ukasha broke his sword during the bartde of Bade. The
Messenger gave hirna stump of a-tree to use instead. The stump turned into Ukash's
i a strong steel sword,

Also on the same day of Badr the Messenger picked up a fstful af dust and threw it
owards the army of the polytheists. The dust reached vvery ane of them cither in
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their eyes, nostrils or mouths, The restll was that they all ted away, To gvoid any
misundersranding by seme of the people of what had happened, che tevelacon came
b the Messenper,
“Awal v [ Mubawomad) threw swor when yon did throw, bur Allah
threw. " (R:17)

As a human, Mohammad could nor make the dust reach as far asic did withour the
permission of Allah,

Allah gave His Propher many great mirackes such as the water that gushed
between his fingers, the licdle food that became sufficicnt for a multicude of people,
arud the stone chat used to grecs im in Makkah,

Irmam Muslim narrates in the ‘Book of Bhad® that during the battle of [ Tunain, the
Messenger of Allah dismounted [rom Lis e wok o Gsilul of dust and deew it
L I'II'.' I:Tll'.l'lllltf‘r. T1|tf:|' It | HWH.!’ H.TH.I 1 ||l" h’il]ﬁlil”n W LITR.

Buraidah (may Allah be pleased with him) relared thara man who had just became
a Muslim asked the Propher o show him 2 miracle o strengthen his belief. The
Praphet said to him, “Say to that bush over there thar the Messenger of Allsh is call-
g vou,” The busn leaned right then left, forward then backward ol it roots were
all cue. It came fotward and stopped infront of the Messenper of Allah and said,
* Assalarn) Alarbune va Rasol Allab.” (Peace be upon you, O Messenger of Allah.|
ke man then asked the Peophet to cammand the bush to g0 back to s place. The
Prophet did and the bush went back and laid down ies rocts and settled down where ir
was. The man then said, “Would you allow me 1o prosteate eo vou” The Prophet
refused and replied, 'If 1 were to order anvons to prosteace, | would order the wife to
prostrate o the husband.”

Al-Hakim rebaved mohis ook ehae the Prophes was travellimg with g group of his
Companions when aman approached chem, The Propher asked him,

“Where are vou godnp?™ “Tomy family," the man replied. “Shall 1 eell
v something good foryou?"” said the Prophet,

“What?" said the man.

*That you restify thar there s no god bur Allah and thar Muhammad is
his servantand Massenger.”

“Do vou have any proctof what vou are saving? " asked the man.
“This bush™ replied the Prophet: e called the bush by the side of the
valley and the bush came, furrowing the ground behind it and stopped
infropt of kim. The Prophet asked it vo tesify and it did theee times,
Then it rerurncd to irs original place, The man said to the Propher,
“Lam going hack toomy people. T they followe me, Twifl bring them o
yirii. On herwise, Fwill canne baack by oysel fand siay with o™

Jabersaid,
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“We were rravelling with the Messenger of Allah when we came roa
vallev. The Propher wenl wo answer the call of nature and | followed
him. carrving a warer skin for him. The Prophet looked around anmd
could notind anyching vo conceal him. There were only rwo bushes by
the edge of the valley and he went to one of them. He held some of its
branches in his hand and said, *Submit to me by the permission of
Allahthe Almizhey The bush fullowed bim as a canel led from irg nose
follews ies pwner, He did the same o the other bush, When lie ol
between them be said,’ Be joined together by the permission of Allah.*
And they were.”
In all these miracles one can clearly see how prostration to a human being, the
Peopher in particular, is forkidden although ir was allowed for people before Islam
and it was not tor worship. Afrer Islam this act was torally forbidden as undawiul,
Uhe Propher (pbuh) was given a status that put hun above other people and made
him the bestamong the prophets. He savs of himself,
“Without boasting, Lam the master of the children of Adzm,”

and
*Adam and those who came afrer him are under my banner on the day
of judgement.™ (Narcared by Muslim. )

That was the limit of human perfecton and a gift from Allab: 4l Muslims have
appreciated this fact throughout history, Muhammad was a human being like ather
buman beings, vet hewas like a ruby and other people are like stones,

The Qur'an confierns that the Prophet (s 2 human being just like any other person
in the way he was born, and that he lved and died a5 any human being, The other
prophers come below him in srams in the sight of Allah and the angels, The Quran
mentions that Allah has made 2 covenant with the prophets that when they hear the
Message of Mubamemad, they should believe in hin. The Messenger’s name wasalsa
deseribed i the Torah as well as i the Gospel along with bis signs as well as his
Companions, Allah promises in the Qhur’ua that he will give to the Propher unril he is
satished. On the other hard we fnd in the swensab and the Hadith many rexes emoha-
sising the human nature of the Prophet and forbidding prosteation vo him,

Une of the characreristics of the Propace was that he used tosee anything lehind
ham at the same time as in frontof him, Abu Huraveah related that the Prapher said,

*Dio you see my Qiblah here? Bre Allah neither vowr piery nor vour
bowing m prayer are concealed from me, | can see vou behind my
back.” |Narrated by Musiim.) .

Imame Al-Mawawi explains this alility by thar Allah had given him a way ro see
hehind his back, Qad: lvad, however, maintained that the Propher saw behind hisn
through bis eves.

When people camie to the Prophet tosoive their proslems or judge among themon
their disprutes with each other he used to say to them,

-I'I din II'J."ﬂ Hd I'IIJ AT I]'I'Iil }'I_I'I_'I T-E‘.ffi_"f' Fﬂu[ CASCS T-l'_:l [T Trx ;][[Fg[‘" I'h('ml:"l'_"n
vor, One of you may puthis argument forward more incelligently than
his opponent, then 1 may judge accordingly. If Lmake such a judgement
cosomgene s as1f ] have cur a piece of fire For him.”

L all his acvons and behaviour the Propher demovserared bis qaalives as s roe
and sincere servant of Allah,

Even hisencmics never claimed that he asked people to worship him, Rather, they
accused lim of being a sorcerer. a monk and sometimes 2 crazy person. On the con-
trary the Prophet was the wisest person, the leader of the pious, the seal of the
propaetsand the messengers and che most beloved to Allah. Howr beautitul is the say
g of the poetwho composed:

Our ntmast knewledge about him says
That hesa human being

He 1 the most distingaished

And the bese of all ereation.

Whoever reads the teaching of the Messenger dnd the instructions o s
Companions, will clearly realise his clever device to link peaple in their behaviour
and prayvers with Allah, che Almighry, He repeatediy told chem thar icwas Allah who
caused good or bad and thar He alove was the Giver of gifts, One day Abd Allah was
riding behind the Prophet, his cousin, when the Peopher said to him,

“Bovy, Lam geang o each pon g few wordse Be mmdfol of Allab, and
Allah wall protect you, Be mindful of Allah, and Allah well protect vou.
Be mindful of Allak, and you will find him (0 freor of vou. If you ask,
ask Alkangaf you seek help, seek help of Allab. Know that of the nation
were 1o gather rogether to harm vou with anything, it will benefit yon
anlywith somerhing Allah has preseribed far you. The pens have bifted
and the pages have dried.” (Narraed by Al Tiemadiha, )

Would it be behevable then that the Prophet is worshipped  He goided his
Companions to the depth of the trustin Allah,

*And ebo s ever pots bis trase e Allab, He wild suffice b 650 1)

He taught them to fear nothing save Allah and to connect their hearts with um
and o rely on Him. He taught them how to believe in fare whether it 1: good or bad
and that whatever happens is from Allah, If che Muslim belioves in this, he will never
worshipanyone else but Allah.

When Abu Amr Sufyan ibn Abd Allah, may Allah be pleased with him, asked the
Messenger,
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“O Messenger of Allah, rell me something about Islam which T ean ask Lgba iba Mah relared that the Prophet said,

of noone but you.” the Prophiet sand : i
R [EELRMC, “F s o witness sgamst you, By Allah Tam looking at my pool. T have

"Say, | believe in Allah and thercafter be upright.” {Narrared by been given the kevs of the treasures of the earth by Allah, T do not tear
Muslim) that voo would be arheists afterwards bur 1am afraid thar you may
Allah preserved the surab aof the Prophet clear and pure, He started and ended compete over this world,™ He said this i a speech he made a fow days

with monothessm. He was never worshipped either during his life or after his death. before he died. Obvigusly he was confident thae the principle of Allah's

Ibn Umar related that the Messenger of Allah said, vneness was deep rooted 0 s conmusivy and dhar deesy woold not
“T have been ordered 1o fight against people urtil they testify that there associate others with Allah, He actually swore that they never would,
is no god but Allak and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, The Messenger, however, did warn the community agains: covert pulviheism., He
and until they perform the pravers and pay the zakah, It they do so, weirs one asked,
they will have gained protection from me for their lives, unless they do “Would your community become atheists after you died? " 1le said,

acts that are punishable in necordance with Islam, and their reckoning

will bewitk Allah the Almi whry.” They do nor warship the sum, the moon or idols but they show off by

their deeds.”
And here s the Prophet teaching the community the meaning of trust in Allah and

having faith in Him and relving on Him. On the authoriey of Abu Dhae Al-Ghifan
from the Propher, among savings he relates from his mastes, is thar he <aid,

Tin his last sermon the Prophes confirmed this by saying,
“TheSatan gave up rrving to be worshipped in this land of yours "

Thizis the Messenger of Allah the reacher of monotheism and the noble Propher
whi prighe us ra hear witniess that there is no god but Allzh and o worship Allah
alone. Would it then be believable tha be is worshipped? No. He left us om the
shall feed you. O iy servanes. all of you are naked except those of you I seraight and clear pach, its mgh s like its day so only the doomed will sezay from it
have clothed, su seck clathing of me and 1 shall clothe vou. O mv ser- He conveyed the mescage and strove in the cause of Allah to the last minute of his life.
vanrs, you sin by night-and by dav, and 1 forgive all sins, so seek We pray to Allah the Almighcy to keep this community in irs religion and goide us
forgiveness of me and [ shall forgive vou. to» follew His Prophet and emulate his ssenmak, and to enable us toreach his pool and
drink trom his noble hand s wholesome érnk afrer which we may never feel thirsty.
May all the pravers and blessings of Allah be on Muhammad, the household of
Muhammmad and the Camparions of Muhammad, May Allah be pleased with all the
followers till the day of judgement and may He be pleased with us b his mercy.

U my servanis, | have forhidden oppression for my self and have for-
bidden it amongst you, sodo not oppress ome another, O my servants,
all of you are astray except those | have led, soseek tood of me and |

Ormy servants, you will not attain harming Me o as oo harm Me, and
you will nor artain benefiring Me so as to benefit Me. O my servants,
were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you the jinn of
voul, to be as pious o5 the mest pows hear in anvone man of you, that
would not decrease my kingdom in anything., O my servants, were the
st of you and the last of you the men of vou and the jinn of you, be as
wicked as the most wicked hearr af any men of you, that would not
dectease my kingdom In anything. O my servanes, were the Grst of vou
and rhe lastof you, the men of you and the jinm of vou to rise up in one

CONGLUSTON

Tt has been made quite elear than the Messenger of Allah s the Messenger of
Tewelid and the seal of Messengers and Prophets, His micssage is based an worship-
ping Allah only, He came to take people ous of darkness to light, from idol-worship
place and make requests-of Me, and were | to give evervone what he tor the worship of one god, the Al Fowerful. The Messenger warned his communiry
requested, that would not decrease what | have, any more than a nee- against all tvpes of shirk and brooght them up oo the pricciple of Tawhid, Ue is the
dle decreases the sea if purinme it Messenger of mercy who was given to all mankind. He came with the final message
and Allab Himself has taken the responsibiliey of preserving the Qur'an, not lzaving
it ez the people.

"We Bave sent down the miessage, and We will assuredly puord

O my servants it is but your deeds, char T reckon up for vou and then
recampense you for, soler him who finds good prage Allah and let hum
who finds other thar that blame ne one but himself,” (Narrated hy
Muslim, ) i s
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Because the Messenger of Allah is the seal of the Prophers, Allah puaranteed him
prosection,

“Allal il profect vou frontmankind. " 5167)
and confirmed that whatever the Prapher brought was g evelation,

"o...tar does he speak of bis own desire, 1t s aothing Jess than an
s rratiumn drat is frspived. " [53:3-4)

This & howw Allah Almighey has preserved His book and confirmed the Praphets
greamess, He protected, honoured and valued the status of His Messenger. At the
same time Allah rerninds s char che Messenper was a human who was the best one to
trulywarship Allahand the best to call to the worship of Allah, He then explained the
Messenger’s status with his Lord and commanded rhe community to respece this
Messenger and o love him and o praise him within the limits preseribed by Allah
Almighty, In chis contexr, it would be appropriare ro refer here to the Companions of
the Messenger, whe respected and revered the Propher. Many of the Prophet's poets
praised him and extolled his qualities. Hassan ibn Thabit, may Allzh be leased wirh
him, compaosed the following poem:

O supporter of che reliant,

O haven of the retugee,

You are the Prophet and the bese of Adam’s children,
O yvou who give gencrously,

Like the owerflow of the sea,

Michael and Gabriel both are with you,
Acsernforcement tosepprt yon,

Fram One All Powerful and AllNohle.

Ina pnzm dedicated ro the Frophet, Hassan also said,

One berter thao youmy eves never saw,

Liome mere boautitul than vou ne women gave birch,
Youare created free of any Aaw,

It is asif you were created as you wish.

Abd Allah ibn Rawaha also compased on he Propher:

Tou are the Prophet,

And whoever is deprived of hisintereession
On the day of judgement is no doobr bose,
May Allah support and confirm,

Whatever he has given you,

As He did to Musa.

He atso said:

May my soul be a ransom m the one whose manners
Testified thar he was the best,

Born hhman,

His virtnes have spread 1o all the people,

As tave the lights of the sun and the naooi.

If we wanted to look into what the poets have composed in praise of the Prophet
when he was alive snd the lamentation after his death, we would need volumes to do
so. Many poets later followed the foomsteps of the Prophet’s poers. They enurmerared
his virtues, their love for him and for his meszage and composed on his miracles, They
achieved n high srandard of ardsuc proficiency and creanvicy,

It may be mentioned here thar Al-Busairi, the great poer, 18 considered o be che
most honestin praising the prophe. His famous poel ' Al Burdad®, which consises of
over ahuadred and sixry lines, is known to be o masterpicce in praise style. It has been
memersed and read by millions of Muslims throughout the World for over seven
centuries tow. It s still, like Al-Busairi himscli, the best example of how to praise the
Propher. An example of this can be seenin his lines:

Leave all rhose things, which Chrisrians claimed
While praising their own Propher,

Bursay and assert wath confidence,

Wharever you wish

To pen down in vour encormium

So let us read stme more lines of thargrear poem:
Muhammad s the Leader of the universe,
And the Hereafter,
The guide of both
Arabs and the non-Aralbs,
Heis the Friend of Allah,
From wham we are have ligh hopes of intercession
Tnall the woes
That have descended on the human race.
He surpasses all the prophets,
Both it appearance and in gualiries,
None could be comparable w him in knowledge and,
Generosicy,
Leave all those things, which Christians claimed,
While praising their own prophet,
Bursay and asserr with confidence,
Whatever yonawant ro pert downin thy encorminm,
Ascribe to himaall reverence and all honour,



Asvou like,

And asmuch as vou wish assert his eminence,
Because the boundless mertts of the Messenper of Allah,
Aresuch that none can speak of them,

With all the elogquent tongues,

Our urmost knowledge abour bim savs,

That he 15 a human being,

He 15 the most distinguished,

And the bese of all creacion,

Exquisitely he was formed.

And thien be was endowed with amiabiliny,
And ideal haaury,

Which consises in freshness; happiness and joy.
Like hrighr. fresh flowers

And in grandear asa rull moon

e is bounteous lixe the occanand

Like time in fortitnds

He s unigus sned nonpareil,
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Perchance one sees hinsingle and alone
Eventhen he scems to have in full atrendance,
Allhis suite and retime,

When he beckoned the trees;

They ralled towards him,

With therr branches bowing,

They moved rowards him on eheir trunks

For trecs possess no foet.

Trust and the testifier of Truth
Bathin the cave remained unzeen
Ang those searching for them said,
“There is no one mside”

Thaey saw the wild pigeons and the spider,
And conchuled wrongly,
Thaethey had never laid eggs,

Mor woven Ci b =] hs,

Fosr the bese of all crearion.

lIrwras Allah’s provecrion,

Which gave strength,

Taodoaway withall,

The double coars of amour,

;0

And the lofty ramparts of the fors.
You must not eeject or dishelieve

The messages be received in his dreaims.
Modouhbt hiseves appeared wo sleep,
But the hearr was always awake,

Fruise be to Allah,

Becavse by one'sown personal effores,
MNorevelation can be acquired,

Morany Prophet can ever be blamed,
That spoke of the unknown by himself.

The T"‘n}pht".‘.\i praver transforied the barren Yy,
Kesurrecting s ferlicy,

Tosuch anextent that itwas made distince,
Among the years of surplus pleaitude,

Praising the Propher has always inspired Muslim poets throughout Restory, It
remains a dream and a hope they ook forward oo achieve as this unigue arewas srart-
ed by some eminent pocts among the Companans of the Prophet.

Stnece the art of Prophetic praise and analogy starred with Fassanibn Thahic Al-
Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him b and sull upw now, many poers have joined
this effort and reached high standards,

The Burdakh piem af Al-Busarias ne docbr the best: Many poets ired tomiate
of compose similar poems in irs stvle. Ahmed Shawqgi wrore a famous poem called
MWk Al- Burdah® which starts with:

Anantelope i avalley,

Berween Banand Alam,

Allowed shedding my blood during,
The sacred monchs,

He zlso composed another poem imitating Al-Busars
How could orher Prophers ascend to the level you ascend?
Youare asky tharno other sky could march in height
The guidance is born so the crearion illaminared,
The monrh ofrime is all thankfal and .l.'rrri]ing,

Allah gave rheskies the ghad vidhngs of vour comings,
"I. I'I'il "I'Iﬂ' teart h NIFII.'] l|I.'|J []'I!.I‘i-k.‘

A 4.].'5:;' which can |wast on fhinie,

Basth v i god evening are vadiant,

When veugive,

You reach the utmest of generosity,
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Even more zenerous then blowing winds,

And when you show kindness you are o mother or a facher,
Botlvare the kinclest i the world,
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And vou are too exalted to need Hiercession

You are under the throne of the powerlul,

You are by the side of the pool giving warer roothers,
May Allah pray on you whenever,

Mcameleer travelled in the down,

And whenevera she-camel in,

The wilderness vearned to her baby,

Hence anyone wishing 1o praise the Messenger may do so knowing: thar the
Propher was the Messenger of the Lagfid, heweas a human and a Messenper, Since
the advent of the Islam, this community has honoured, loved and prased is
Messenger: They know he was a humaen and a servant of Allah. Thevelore, the
Propher has never been worshipped during hes Life or afterwards. This 1w a grear
favour from Allab an him as well as oo the commmumite. 5o exalred be He who pro-
tecred himy, brought hinupand meade him the best characeer and senchimeas a merey.

Praise be to Ablah who made us followeérs of Muhammad and we pray to Him o
keepus steadfast on this noble religion and make us lovers of the Prophet and of his
houschold and his grear Companions, Amesn,




