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The horrific events of September 11th, 2001
and their aftermath revealed the grear social
and cultural gaps that exist berween the Arab-
Muslim World and the West. This novel, writ-
ten by one of Saudi Arabia’s leading thinkers
and humanists, will aid Western readers in
grasping the milieu of traditional Arab think-
ing in light of societal realities. On an individ-
ual level this is a story that reveals certain uni-
versal truths, primarily that concern for others
and creative partnership are crucial for both
individual and communiry life.

A Boy from Makkah unfolds the biography of
a young boy deprived of opportunities but
whose persistent efforts and fortunate
encounters with the generosity of Makkan
patrons achieve him high distinctions. This
novel goes beyond the realm of personal
struggle and shows how one boy's faith,
patience, and perseverance win him success in
his livelihood and a lasting love. At long last
has arrived a novel that embodies the Arab-
Islamic qualities of modesty and sincerity that
love truly entails. Indeed, Dr. Yamani’s mov-
ing novel comes to the English-speaking
world at an appropriate moment in history
when globalization and  cross-cultural
exchanges are on the rise.
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[ORA* NOTE

IQRA’ International Educational Foundation
is honored to make available the novel A Boy from
Makkah (an English translation of the Arabic novel
al-Yad as- aaﬂaf [The Lower Hand]) by Dr. Abdo
Yamani. Dr. Yamani is one of the top academics and
nation builders of Saudi Arabia whose intellectual
insights and practical efforts have helped forge mod-
ern Saudi society. He 1s an educator, writer, Islamic
scholar, businessman, phihnthmpist and above 1||, a
tine example of Islamic piety and Arab generosity.
His broad outlook on life has enriched Saudi life and
interpreted it for both the Arab and non-Arab
worlds. His credentials are noteworthy having served
as president of King ‘Abd al-*Aziz University as well
as information minister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Currently, among his many ﬁcmglmrmna, he
chairs two major educational organizations: IQRA’
Charitable Society, Jeddah and IQRA’ International
Educational Foundation, Chicago.

Dr. Yamani 1s an eloquent writer and story-
teller. His stories describe the evolution of modern
Saudi society and the social, economic, and political
changes that oil wealth has bmught to this traditional
society. He is not only an interpreter of the social
development but also a designer of that change and
one who participates in setting the course for future
developments. His style of writing is simple; his plot
is factual: and his characters represent the living ethos
of modern Saudi Arabia. He weaves the Arabian envi-
ronment and Islamic traditions with an emerging
world horizon. Indeed, Dr. Yamani’s delightful novel
comes to the English speaking world at an appropriate
moment in hlamr\ when globalization and cross-cultural
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exchanges are on the rise. For inquisitive minds, their
cultural curiosities may be eans?]cd through a novel
such as this that captures the essence of a rich Arab-
Muslim culture in transition.

This story unfolds the biography of a young
boy who was deprived of opportunities but whose
pmsmtf.m efforts and fortunate encounters with the
generosity of Makkan patrons achieve him high dis-
finctions and a bright career. Still, this novel goe
bevond the realm ﬂtrpph}rsml struggle and shows ]fu-:m
one boy’s faith, his patience and perseverance win him
success in his career and 2 lasting love. At long last
has arrived a novel that embodies the Arab- l.bl"l.lT'lI':
qualities of modesty and sincerity that love really
entails. This story, in short, is a social history of
modern Arab society, thr(‘:ugh which we can see 1ts
social evolution and personal advancement.

We hope that all our readers will find this an
interesting and insightful reading to understand the
developments in both the social and intellectual life of
a country significant both to Muslims (for its reli-
glous sant.tll.}f} and non-Muslims (for its enormous
economic potential and political influence). We are
confident that A Boy from Makkah will soon become
a treasured favorite in every library.

Chief Editors

TQRA’ International Educational Foundation
January 1, 2002
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Chapter One

"We're almost there,
Ahmad!" my father said, "We' re
almost in Makkah!" The cheerful
tone was apparently meant to
encourage me to walk on, though
my father himself looked exhaust-
ed, having covered such a long
road from our native village, Ben
Faham, on foot. Jogging along by
his side, I remembered that we had
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transport only for a very short distance. It was all my
father, God rest his soul, could afford: he was desti-
tute. [ was, perhaps, equally tired, but, being only
nine and absorbed as I was in reveries that bordered
on the fantastic, I could take physical hardship in my
stride. One reverie led to another, from actually being
inside the Grand Mosque--that vast and awesome
place which houses the Ka'bah, the holiest Muslim
shrine--to walking through the streets of Makkah,
lined with modern buildings, and enjoying its rich
markets! I had heard a lot about Makkah and had seen
in my mind's eve a Makkah full of delicious food,
sweets, peanuts, and rich desserts. Villagers returning
from Makkah always brought samples of these, and 1
had always devoured my portion with great relish,
particularly that "special” dessert aptly called "pud-
ding of Paradise.” A child's imagination couldn't run
too wild, could it?

We walked on, perhaps picking up speed after
my father's encouraging remark, while all the time cars
seemed to whiz past us: lorries, pick-ups and buses. I
had known these only by name. But we did take a
cab--a pick-up, actually--for part of our journey to
Makkah. It was quite an expenience: my father and I
were squeezed into the crowded vehicle and, when it
had covered the distance "bought” by the little money
father had paid, we were asked to get off and continue
on foot. It was all behind us now . . . we were actually
on the outskirts of Makkah!

We chmbed a hill--one of the many surround-
ing the holy city--and, when we reached the top, my
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